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Since November 8, 1942, when American troops in Operation Torch first landed
on the beaches of North Africa, almost a million Americans—military personnel
and their dependents—have lived in Morocco. Their impact on the political and
social evolution of Morocco has been significant, but historians and political
scientists before this book had made little effort to chart its course or to assess its
outcome.

The naval base at Port Lyautey in Morocco was the first foreign base captured by
American troops in World War II, and United States objectives in Morocco
continued to be primarily military. In 1942, as the price for French support
against the Axis, the United States pledged its support for the restoration of the
prewar French colonial empire. In 1950, faced with the threat of Soviet
aggression, the United States negotiated an agreement with France and built four
United States Air Force bases in Morocco without consultation with or
notification of the Moroccan government.

In spite of its sterile diplomatic policy and both Communist and Moroccan
nationalist demands for evacuation of United States military bases, the United
States retained essential military facilities in Morocco for many years. Leon Blair
concludes that American military personnel and their dependents favorably
conditioned Moroccan public opinion. By their egalitarianism, humanitarianism,
and evident interest, they reinforced the idealistic image of the United States that
was held by the majority of Moroccans.

These Americans were neither individually nor collectively conscious agents in a
campaign to modify Moroccan public opinion; they were simply a Western
window in the Arab world, through which two civilizations might view one
another. In the long run, they made a greater contribution in peace than in war.
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Since November 8, 1942, when American troops in Operation Torch first landed on the beaches of North
Africa, almost a million Americans—military personnel and their dependents—have lived in Morocco. Their
impact on the political and social evolution of Morocco has been significant, but historians and political
scientists before this book had made little effort to chart its course or to assess its outcome.

The naval base at Port Lyautey in Morocco was the first foreign base captured by American troops in World
War II, and United States objectives in Morocco continued to be primarily military. In 1942, as the price for
French support against the Axis, the United States pledged its support for the restoration of the prewar
French colonial empire. In 1950, faced with the threat of Soviet aggression, the United States negotiated an
agreement with France and built four United States Air Force bases in Morocco without consultation with or
notification of the Moroccan government.

In spite of its sterile diplomatic policy and both Communist and Moroccan nationalist demands for
evacuation of United States military bases, the United States retained essential military facilities in Morocco
for many years. Leon Blair concludes that American military personnel and their dependents favorably
conditioned Moroccan public opinion. By their egalitarianism, humanitarianism, and evident interest, they
reinforced the idealistic image of the United States that was held by the majority of Moroccans.

These Americans were neither individually nor collectively conscious agents in a campaign to modify
Moroccan public opinion; they were simply a Western window in the Arab world, through which two
civilizations might view one another. In the long run, they made a greater contribution in peace than in war.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Leon Borden Blair (1917–1992), as a naval lieutenant commander, lived in this critical North
African–Mediterranean area for seven years, first as a technical adviser for the French navy, then as United
States politico-military liaison officer in Morocco, and finally as a liaison officer on the personal staff of
Crown Prince Hassan, later king of Morocco. He was thus closely associated with the people and events
described in this study. Blair was later on the faculty of the Department of History at the University of Texas
at Arlington.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Valdez:

The reason? Because this Western Window in the Arab World is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

John McCord:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Western Window in the Arab World your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get before. The Western Window in the Arab World giving you one more experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Charles Massie:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Western Window in the Arab World provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.



Malcolm Thurmond:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Western Window in the Arab World was filled regarding science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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