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Rich tasks, collaborative work, number talks, problem-based learning, direct
instruction…with so many possible approaches, how do we know which ones
work the best? In Visible Learning for Mathematics, six acclaimed educators
assert it’s not about which one?it’s about when?and show you how to design
high-impact instruction so all students demonstrate more than a year’s worth of
mathematics learning for a year spent in school.

That’s a high bar, but with the amazing K-12 framework here, you choose the
right approach at the right time, depending upon where learners are within three
phases of learning: surface, deep, and transfer. This results in "visible" learning
because the 
effect is tangible. The framework is forged out of current research in
mathematics combined with John Hattie’s synthesis of more than 15 years of
education research involving 300 million students. 

Chapter by chapter, and equipped with video clips, planning tools, rubrics, and
templates, you get the inside track on which instructional strategies to use at each
phase of the learning cycle: 

Surface learning phase: When?through carefully constructed
experiences?students explore new concepts and make connections to procedural
skills and vocabulary that give shape to developing conceptual understandings.

Deep learning phase: When?through the solving of rich high-cognitive tasks
and rigorous discussion?students make connections among conceptual ideas,
form mathematical generalizations, and apply and practice procedural skills with
fluency.

Transfer phase: When students can independently think through more complex
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mathematics, and can plan, investigate, and elaborate as they apply what they
know to new mathematical situations. 

To equip students for higher-level mathematics learning, we have to be clear
about where students are, where they need to go, and what it looks like when
they get there. Visible Learning for Math brings about powerful, precision
teaching for K-12 through intentionally designed guided, collaborative, and
independent learning.
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Rich tasks, collaborative work, number talks, problem-based learning, direct instruction…with so many
possible approaches, how do we know which ones work the best? In Visible Learning for Mathematics, six
acclaimed educators assert it’s not about which one?it’s about when?and show you how to design high-
impact instruction so all students demonstrate more than a year’s worth of mathematics learning for a year
spent in school.

That’s a high bar, but with the amazing K-12 framework here, you choose the right approach at the right
time, depending upon where learners are within three phases of learning: surface, deep, and transfer. This
results in "visible" learning because the 
effect is tangible. The framework is forged out of current research in mathematics combined with John
Hattie’s synthesis of more than 15 years of education research involving 300 million students. 

Chapter by chapter, and equipped with video clips, planning tools, rubrics, and templates, you get the inside
track on which instructional strategies to use at each phase of the learning cycle: 

Surface learning phase: When?through carefully constructed experiences?students explore new concepts
and make connections to procedural skills and vocabulary that give shape to developing conceptual
understandings.

Deep learning phase: When?through the solving of rich high-cognitive tasks and rigorous
discussion?students make connections among conceptual ideas, form mathematical generalizations, and
apply and practice procedural skills with fluency.

Transfer phase: When students can independently think through more complex mathematics, and can plan,
investigate, and elaborate as they apply what they know to new mathematical situations. 

To equip students for higher-level mathematics learning, we have to be clear about where students are, where
they need to go, and what it looks like when they get there. Visible Learning for Math brings about powerful,
precision teaching for K-12 through intentionally designed guided, collaborative, and independent learning.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Dr. John Hattie has been Professor of Education and Director of the Melbourne Education Research
Institute at the University of Melbourne, Australia, since March 2011. He was previously Professor of
Education at the University of Auckland. His research interests are based on applying measurement models
to education problems. He is president of the International Test Commission, served as advisor to various
Ministers, chaired the NZ performance based research fund, and in the last Queens Birthday awards was
made “Order of Merit for New Zealand” for services to education. He is a cricket umpire and coach, enjoys
being a Dad to his young men, besotted with his dogs, and moved with his wife as she attained a promotion
to Melbourne. Learn more about his research at www.corwin.com/visiblelearning.

Douglas Fisher, Ph.D., is Professor of Educational Leadership at San Diego State University and a teacher
leader at Health Sciences High & Middle College. He is the recipient of an IRA Celebrate Literacy Award,
NCTE’s Farmer Award for Excellence in Writing, as well as a Christa McAuliffe Award for Excellence in
Teacher Education.  Doug can be reached at dfisher@mail.sdsu.edu.

Nancy Frey, Ph.D., is Professor of Literacy in the Department of Educational Leadership at San Diego State
University. The recipient of the 2008 Early Career Achievement Award from the National Reading
Conference, she is also a teacher-leader at Health Sciences High & Middle College and a credentialed special
educator, reading specialist, and administrator in California.

Winner of the Presidential Award for Excellence in Science and Mathematics Teaching, Linda M. Gojak
directed the Center for Mathematics and Science Education, Teaching, and Technology (CMSETT) at John
Carroll University for 16 years. She has spent 28 years teaching elementary and middle school mathematics,
and has served as the president of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), the National
Council of Supervisors of Mathematics (NCSM), and the Ohio Council of Teachers of Mathematics.

Sara Delano Moore is an independent mathematics education consultant at SDM Learning.  A fourth-
generation educator, her work focuses on helping teachers and students understand mathematics as a
coherent and connected discipline through the power of deep understanding and multiple representations for
learning. Sara has worked as a classroom teacher of mathematics and science in the elementary and middle
grades, a mathematics teacher educator, Director of the Center for Middle School Academic Achievement
for the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and Director of Mathematics & Science at ETA hand2mind. Her
journal articles appear in Mathematics Teaching in the Middle School, Teaching Children Mathematics,
Science & Children, and Science Scope.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Visible Learning for Mathematics, Grades K-12: What
Works Best to Optimize Student Learning (Corwin Mathematics Series). You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Visible Learning
for Mathematics, Grades K-12: What Works Best to Optimize Student Learning (Corwin Mathematics
Series). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book as
well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Elsie Canada:

The reason why? Because this Visible Learning for Mathematics, Grades K-12: What Works Best to
Optimize Student Learning (Corwin Mathematics Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jerry Bonner:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Visible Learning for Mathematics,
Grades K-12: What Works Best to Optimize Student Learning (Corwin Mathematics Series) can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Benjamin Herrera:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Visible Learning for Mathematics, Grades K-12: What Works Best to Optimize Student
Learning (Corwin Mathematics Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Visible Learning for Mathematics, Grades



K-12: What Works Best to Optimize Student Learning (Corwin Mathematics Series). You can more pleasing
than now.
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