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In this illuminating volume, Robert P. Abelson delves into the too-often
dismissed problems of interpreting quantitative data and then presenting them in
the context of a coherent story about one's research. Unlike too many books on
statistics, this is a remarkably engaging read, filled with fascinating real-life (and
real-research) examples rather than with recipes for analysis. It will be of true
interest and lasting value to beginning graduate students and seasoned
researchers alike.

The focus of the book is that the purpose of statistics is to organize a useful
argument from quantitative evidence, using a form of principled rhetoric. Five
criteria, described by the acronym MAGIC (magnitude, articulation, generality,
interestingness, and credibility) are proposed as crucial features of a persuasive,
principled argument.

Particular statistical methods are discussed, with minimum use of formulas and
heavy data sets. The ideas throughout the book revolve around elementary
probability theory, t tests, and simple issues of research design. It is therefore
assumed that the reader has already had some access to elementary statistics.
Many examples are included to explain the connection of statistics to substantive
claims about real phenomena.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Everyone doing research or planning to do research should read this book. You will be surprised at how
much you will learn.”                                                                           - Psychological
Science                                                                                                  

“The book itself is the best demonstration of the validity of Abelson’s thesis. It proves that statistical issues
can be addressed in an articulate, interesting, entertaining and persuasive
way.”                                                                                                                   - British Journal of
Mathematical & Statistical Psychology

“Abelson has, in brief, produced a thought-provoking synthesis of the woes and promises of much modern 
sychological statistics.”                                                            - British Journal of Psychology

From the Back Cover
This volume delves into the too-often dismissed problems of interpreting quantitative data and then
presenting them in the context of a coherent story about one's research.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

The book Statistics As Principled Argument make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Statistics As Principled
Argument for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a book
Statistics As Principled Argument. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Darren Billups:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Statistics As Principled Argument.



Sarah Acres:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the
book Statistics As Principled Argument we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being
creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life with this book Statistics As Principled Argument. You can more desirable than
now.

James Voyles:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Statistics As Principled Argument when you required it?
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