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Will library technical services exist thirty years from now? If so, what do leading
experts see as the direction of the field?

In this visionary look at the future of technical services, Mary Beth Weber, Head
of Central Technical Services at Rutgers and editor of Library Resources and
Technical Services (LRTS), the official journal of ALA’s Association for Library
Collections and Technical Services and one of the top peer-reviewed scholarly
technical services journals has compiled a veritable who’s who of the field to
answer just these questions.

Experts including Amy K. Weiss, Sylvia Hall-Ellis, and Sherri L. Vellucci
answer vital questions like:

Is there a future for traditional cataloging, acquisitions, and technical services?●

How can librarians influence the outcome of vendor-provided resources such as●

e-books, licensing, records sets, and authority control?
Will RDA live up to its promise?●

Are approval plans and subject profiles relics of the past?●

Is there a need to curate data through its lifecycle?●

What skills will be needed in the future in technical services jobs?●
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Editorial Review

Review
The roller coaster of technology-driven change continues to challenge 21st-century librarians. Weber
provides an overview of technical services and the impact electronic resources are having on this aspect of
librarianship. Contributors are drawn from academic and public libraries to discuss technical services’
contributions to the profession and suggest ways in which the often behind-the-scenes staff may continue to
lead the way in developing user-friendly access to a growing variety of digital resources. Collaboration,
refocusing, advocacy, and ongoing professional development are recurring themes for coping with profound
transitions currently underway in resource management and data curation. Interviews of six practitioners
address career advice, speculation about the Resource Description and Access (RDA) standard, and skills
needed for technical services workers. This collection provides thoughtful, in-depth analyses of technical
services, going beyond the basics provided by John Sandstrom’s and Liz Miller’s Fundamentals of Technical
Services. While the climate of perpetual change may sometimes seem daunting, these experts attest to the
rewards of engagement in rising to the challenge. VERDICT Recommended for administrators, technical
services staff, and information technology faculty. (Library Journal)

Rethinking Library Technical Services is perfect for an analytical approach to technical services and would
work well as a resource for an analysis or as the assigned text in a technical services course. (VOYA)

While each chapter centers on a different topic relating to technical services, they are all worth a read, and I
would recommend this book to any technical services librarians whose positions are focused on a specific
skill but who are looking to step outside of that skill. I also recommend the book to library directors
interested in gaining a better understanding of technical services or who want to reconfigure the department
to better fit the library’s overall mission. . . .[T]he book offers good examples of what libraries have done
with their technical services departments, conveys the truth of the statement 'that librarians [today], technical
services librarians in particular, are standing on shifting sands,' and emphasizes that following old standards
can be detrimental to the library as a whole. (Law Library Journal)

The authors are experienced librarians with a wide variety of specialties. The collection is a largely
successful discussion of current and future trends, which concludes with interviews with working
professionals discussing the skills necessary for technical services work in the future. . . .In addition to being
a thorough review of the state of technical functions in academic libraries, the essays provide a good
description of what these jobs will be like for library professionals and paraprofessionals. (Technical
Services Quarterly)

Weber’s Rethinking Library Technical Services is thoughtful and focused on the big picture, furnishing
context and background that make for good understanding of its subject…. If you are reading to know where
technical services is now and might be headed, Weber’s book is… thorough….[This book] merit[s] a serious
reader’s attention. (Technicalities)

Rethinking Library Technical Services offers positive outlooks originating from the technical services
profession itself. It provides an extensive and detailed picture of the current states of affairs and complex
functions found in the many aspects of current technical services departments, but best of all it provides
positive suggestions, and hopeful advocacy for the profession rather than dismal forecasts of doom, or
continuing the folly of policies that blindly propose cutbacks and downsizing.... [T]his book is useful for



librarians in all types of libraries, and especially for students in library and information science considering a
career in technical services. (Library Resources & Technical Services (LRTS))

About the Author
Mary Beth Weber is the Head of Central Technical Services at Rutgers University. She began at Rutgers as
the Special Formats Catalog Librarian, progressed to Head of Cataloging and Metadata Services, and
assumed her current role when Acquisitions and Cataloging/Metadata Services merged. The department has
undergone numerous changes under her leadership, including switching the library’s primary monographs
and approval vendor, instituting two patron driven acquisitions plans for e-books, establishing cross-
functional virtual teams with other departments to coordinate the acquisition and cataloging of e-books and
media.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tasha Banda:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Rethinking Library Technical Services: Redefining Our
Profession for the Future. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important the book Rethinking Library Technical Services: Redefining Our Profession for the
Future. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a
book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's go through.

John Merritt:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Rethinking Library Technical Services: Redefining Our Profession for the Future your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Rethinking Library Technical Services:
Redefining Our Profession for the Future giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Larry Hayes:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Rethinking Library Technical
Services: Redefining Our Profession for the Future publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still question Rethinking Library Technical Services: Redefining Our Profession for the Future as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book



by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Georgia Evans:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. Rethinking Library Technical Services: Redefining Our Profession for the Future can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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