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Factor Analysis is a genetic term for a somewhat vaguely delimited set of
techniques for data processing, mainly applicable to the social and biological
sciences. These techniques have been developed for the analysis of mutual
relationships among a number of measurements made on a number of measurable
entities. In the broad sense, factor analysis comprises a number of statistical
models which yield testable hypotheses -- hypotheses that may confirm or
disconfirm in terms of the usual statistical procedures for making tests of
significance. It also comprises a number of simplifying procedures for the
approximate description of data, which do not in any sense constitute
disconfirmable hypotheses, except in the loose sense that they supply
approximations to the data. In literature, the two types of analysis have often
been confused.

This book clarifies the concepts of factor analysis for students or professionals in
the social sciences who wish to know the technique, rather than the mathematics,
of factor theory. Mathematical concepts are described to have an intuitive
meaning for the non-mathematical reader. An account of the elements of matrix
algebra, in the appendix, and the (mathematical) notes following each chapter
will help the reader who wishes to receive a more advanced treatment of the
subject. Factor Analysis and Related Methods should prove a useful text for
graduate and advanced undergraduate students in economics, the behavioral
sciences, and education. Researchers and practitioners in those fields will also
find this book a handy reference.
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Factor Analysis is a genetic term for a somewhat vaguely delimited set of techniques for data processing,
mainly applicable to the social and biological sciences. These techniques have been developed for the
analysis of mutual relationships among a number of measurements made on a number of measurable entities.
In the broad sense, factor analysis comprises a number of statistical models which yield testable hypotheses -
- hypotheses that may confirm or disconfirm in terms of the usual statistical procedures for making tests of
significance. It also comprises a number of simplifying procedures for the approximate description of data,
which do not in any sense constitute disconfirmable hypotheses, except in the loose sense that they supply
approximations to the data. In literature, the two types of analysis have often been confused.

This book clarifies the concepts of factor analysis for students or professionals in the social sciences who
wish to know the technique, rather than the mathematics, of factor theory. Mathematical concepts are
described to have an intuitive meaning for the non-mathematical reader. An account of the elements of
matrix algebra, in the appendix, and the (mathematical) notes following each chapter will help the reader
who wishes to receive a more advanced treatment of the subject. Factor Analysis and Related Methods
should prove a useful text for graduate and advanced undergraduate students in economics, the behavioral
sciences, and education. Researchers and practitioners in those fields will also find this book a handy
reference.
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Editorial Review

Review

...an attractive option for instructors of graduate-level courses in measurement or psychometric
theory....McDonald should be recognized for a contribution that will undoubtedly influence the thought of
practitioners and theoretical specialists alike.
—Contemporary Psychology

...the knowledgeable factor analyst and structural equation modeler should find the philosophy and opinions
presented to be stimulating in their own right.
—Applied Psychological Measurement

McDonald has written a lively, readable and rather personal account of factor analysis and related methods.
—The British Journal of Mathematical & Statistical Psychology

...contains a wealth of factor analytic fact and opinion presented in a most readable form....[McDonald's]
clear, cogent explanations on many points will provide insights and lead to reflections that should enhance
the understanding of factor analytic concepts and methodsby anyone who picks up the book.
—Journal of Educational Statistics

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Pitts:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book.
One of them is this Factor Analysis and Related Methods.

Donald Tuel:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you
should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Factor Analysis and
Related Methods can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.



Jeremy Robinson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Factor Analysis and Related Methods your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
guide then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Factor
Analysis and Related Methods giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Kelly Edge:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Factor Analysis and Related Methods why because the amazing
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.
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