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Presented as a series of conversations, Evolution and Conversion is a thorough
discussion of the major tenets of Girard's thought.

René Girard is one of the most brilliant and striking intellectuals of the 20th
century. His theory on the imitative nature of desire and on the violent origin of
culture has been at the centre of the philosophical and theoretical debate since the
publication in 1971 of his seminal book: Violence and the Sacred. His reflection
on the relationship between violence and religion is one of the most original and
persuasive and, given the urgency of this issue in our contemporary world,
demands a reappraisal.

Girard, who has been hailed by Michel Serres as "the Charles Darwin" of human
sciences, is in fact one of the few thinkers in the humanities and social sciences
that takes into full consideration an evolutionary perspective to explain the
emergence of culture and institutions. The authors draw out this aspect of his
thought by foregrounding ethological, anthropological and evolutionary theories.

Methodological and epistemological systematization has also been lacking in
Girard's previous books, and by questioning him on the issue of evidence and
truth, the authors provide a convincing framework for further inquiries. In the last
chapters, Girard proposes a provocative re-reading of the Biblical texts, seen as
the culmination of an enduring process of historical awareness of the presence
and function of collective violence in our world. In fact, Girard's long argument
is a historical spiral in which the origin of culture and archaic religion is reunited
with the contemporary world by means of a reinterpretation of Christianity and
its revelation of the intrinsic violent nature of the human being.
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Presented as a series of conversations, Evolution and Conversion is a thorough discussion of the major tenets
of Girard's thought.

René Girard is one of the most brilliant and striking intellectuals of the 20th century. His theory on the
imitative nature of desire and on the violent origin of culture has been at the centre of the philosophical and
theoretical debate since the publication in 1971 of his seminal book: Violence and the Sacred. His reflection
on the relationship between violence and religion is one of the most original and persuasive and, given the
urgency of this issue in our contemporary world, demands a reappraisal.

Girard, who has been hailed by Michel Serres as "the Charles Darwin" of human sciences, is in fact one of
the few thinkers in the humanities and social sciences that takes into full consideration an evolutionary
perspective to explain the emergence of culture and institutions. The authors draw out this aspect of his
thought by foregrounding ethological, anthropological and evolutionary theories.

Methodological and epistemological systematization has also been lacking in Girard's previous books, and
by questioning him on the issue of evidence and truth, the authors provide a convincing framework for
further inquiries. In the last chapters, Girard proposes a provocative re-reading of the Biblical texts, seen as
the culmination of an enduring process of historical awareness of the presence and function of collective
violence in our world. In fact, Girard's long argument is a historical spiral in which the origin of culture and
archaic religion is reunited with the contemporary world by means of a reinterpretation of Christianity and its
revelation of the intrinsic violent nature of the human being.
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Editorial Review

Review
For those who want a lively, general introduction to the thought of this seminal religious thinker [Rene
Girard], Evolution and Conversion is a book not to be missed. Theology Girard is now well known for his
multidisciplinary writings on religion and violence ... This book develops and reassesses ideas set out thirty
years ago. Theological Book Review

About the Author
René Girard (1923-) was Andrew B. Hammond Professor Emeritus of French Language, Literature, and
Civilization at Stanford University, USA, from 1981 to his retirement in 1995. A historian, literary critic and
philosopher, he is the author of over 30 books including Violence and the Sacred.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture. Try to
make the book Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture as your buddy. It means that
it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

William Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of
Culture why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jean Fair:

The book untitled Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous
author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can



please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice go through.

Clifford White:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Evolution and Conversion: Dialogues on the
Origins of Culture was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Evolution
and Conversion: Dialogues on the Origins of Culture has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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