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In Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory, Kevin Everod Quashie explores
the metaphor of the “girlfriend” as a new way of understanding three central
concepts of cultural studies: self, memory, and language. He considers how the
work of writers such as Toni Morrison, Ama Ata Aidoo, Dionne Brand,
photographer Lorna Simpson, and many others, inform debates over the concept
of identity. Quashie argues that these authors and artists replace the notion of a
stable, singular identity with the concept of the self developing in a process both
communal and perpetually fluid, arelationship that functions in much the same
way that an adult woman negotiates with her girlfriend(s). He suggests that
memory itself is corporeal, aliteral body that is crucial to the process of
becoming. Quashie also explores the problem language poses for the black
woman artist and her commitment to a mastery that neither colonizes nor
excludes.

The analysis throughout interacts with schools of thought such as psychoanalysis,
postmodernism, and post-colonialism, but ultimately moves beyond these to
propose anew cultural aesthetic, one that ultimately aims to center black women
and their philosophies.
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In Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory, Kevin Everod Quashie explores the metaphor of the
“girlfriend” as anew way of understanding three central concepts of cultural studies: self, memory, and
language. He considers how the work of writers such as Toni Morrison, AmaAta Aidoo, Dionne Brand,
photographer Lorna Simpson, and many others, inform debates over the concept of identity. Quashie argues
that these authors and artists replace the notion of a stable, singular identity with the concept of the self
developing in a process both communal and perpetually fluid, a relationship that functions in much the same
way that an adult woman negotiates with her girlfriend(s). He suggests that memory itself is corporeal, a
literal body that is crucial to the process of becoming. Quashie also explores the problem language poses for
the black woman artist and her commitment to a mastery that neither colonizes nor excludes.

The analysis throughout interacts with schools of thought such as psychoanalysis, postmodernism, and post-
colonialism, but ultimately moves beyond these to propose a new cultura aesthetic, one that ultimately aims
to center black women and their philosophies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisisawell-researched and original book that will appeal to students and scholars of Black women's
writing, feminist theory, post-colonial studies, and cultural studies. With this book, Kevin Quashie makes a
substantial contribution to the study of Black women's writing."

About the Author
Kevin Everod Quashieis an assistant professor of Afro-American studies at Smith College. He is the co-
editor of New Bones: An Anthology of Contemporary Black Writersin America.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Vanesa Thomas:

The fedling that you get from Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory: (Un)Becoming the Subject could
be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory:
(Un)Becoming the Subject giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this reserve iswell-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory: (Un)Becoming the Subject instantly.

Mary Conley:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find anew activity hereislook different you can read
abook. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory: (Un)Becoming the Subject it is
rather good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular
e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this
book possesses high quality.

Joyce Adam:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory: (Un)Becoming the Subject your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your



mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Black Women, Identity, and
Cultural Theory: (Un)Becoming the Subject giving you a different experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

ClareLucas:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory: (Un)Becoming the Subject was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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