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One man was tongue-tied and awkward around women, in many ways a mama's
boy at heart, although his reputation for thuggery was well earned. The other was
aplayboy, full of easy charm and ready jokes, his appetite for high living a
matter of public record. One man tolerated gangsters and bootleggers aslong as
they paid their duesto his organization. The other was effectively a gangster
himself, so crooked that he hosted a national gathering of America's most
ruthless killers. One man never drank alcohol. The other, from all evidence,
seldom drank anything else.

American Dictatorsisthe dual biography of two of America s greatest political
bosses: Frank Hague and Enoch “Nucky” Johnson. Packed with compelling
information and written in an informal, sometimes humorous style, the book
shows Hague and Johnson at the peak of their power and the strength of their
political machines during the years of Prohibition and the Great Depression.
Steven Hart compares how both men used their influence to benefit and punish
the local citizenry, amass huge personal fortunes, and sometimes collaborate to
trounce their enemies.

Similar in their ruthlessness, both men were very different in appearance and
temperament. Hague, the mayor of Jersey City, intimidated presidents and
wielded unchallenged power for three decades. He never drank and was happily
married to hiswife for decades. He also allowed gangsters to run bootlegging and
illegal gambling operations as long as they paid protection money. Johnson, the
political boss of Atlantic City, and the inspiration for the hit HBO series
Boardwalk Empire, presided over corruption as well, but for a shorter period of
time. He was notorious for his decadent lifestyle. Essentially a gangster himself,
Johnson hosted the infamous Atlantic City conference that fostered the growth of
organized crime.
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Both Hague and Johnson shrewdly integrated otherwise disenfranchised groups
into their machines and gave them a stake in political power. Y et each failed to
adapt to changing demographics and circumstances. In American Dictators, Hart
paints a balanced portrait of their accomplishments and their failures.
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One man was tongue-tied and awkward around women, in many ways a mama's boy at heart, although his
reputation for thuggery was well earned. The other was a playboy, full of easy charm and ready jokes, his
appetite for high living a matter of public record. One man tolerated gangsters and bootleggers as long as
they paid their dues to his organization. The other was effectively a gangster himself, so crooked that he
hosted a national gathering of America's most ruthless killers. One man never drank alcohol. The other, from
all evidence, seldom drank anything else.

American Dictatorsisthe dual biography of two of America s greatest political bosses: Frank Hague and
Enoch “Nucky” Johnson. Packed with compelling information and written in an informal, sometimes
humorous style, the book shows Hague and Johnson at the peak of their power and the strength of their
political machines during the years of Prohibition and the Great Depression. Steven Hart compares how both
men used their influence to benefit and punish the local citizenry, amass huge personal fortunes, and
sometimes collaborate to trounce their enemies.

Similar in their ruthlessness, both men were very different in appearance and temperament. Hague, the
mayor of Jersey City, intimidated presidents and wielded unchallenged power for three decades. He never
drank and was happily married to hiswife for decades. He also alowed gangsters to run bootlegging and
illegal gambling operations as long as they paid protection money. Johnson, the political boss of Atlantic
City, and the inspiration for the hit HBO series Boardwalk Empire, presided over corruption as well, but for
a shorter period of time. He was notorious for his decadent lifestyle. Essentially a gangster himself, Johnson
hosted the infamous Atlantic City conference that fostered the growth of organized crime.

Both Hague and Johnson shrewdly integrated otherwise disenfranchised groupsinto their machines and gave
them astake in political power. Y et each failed to adapt to changing demographics and circumstances. In
American Dictators, Hart paints a balanced portrait of their accomplishments and their failures.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A smartly written chronicle studded with serio-comic vignettes, a narrative of greed and violence, and the
thorough research of an author who clearly relishes his subject.” (Jonathan E. L azar us, The Star-Ledger)

"Forget the Chris Christie saga. Between seasons of 'Boardwalk Empire,' readers can catch up on the history
of New Jersey politics with Steven Hart's 'American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson and the
Perfection of the Urban Political Machine.' (Sam Roberts, The New York Times)

"A smartly written chronicle studded with serio-comic vignettes, a narrative of greed and violence, and the
thorough research of an author who clearly relishes his subject.”
(Star-Ledger 2013-10-06)

"Hart’ stale of therise and fall of these legendary bosses is shot through with crisp insights that can only
come from decades covering the murky political swamps of Jersey."
(Seamus McGraw author of The End of Country 2013-04-02)

"Combining awriter's eye for detail and a historian's breadth of perspective, Hart gives life to Jersey's two
most notorious characters—and the magnificently corrupt worlds they created."
(Helene Stapinski author of Five-Finger Discount: A Crooked Family History 2012-04-03)

"Steven Hart provides a highly readable account of two famous New Jersey political bossesin his American
Dictators.
(Journal of American Culture 2014-12-01)

About the Author
STEVEN HARTisajournalist and freelance writer whose work has appeared in the New York Times, the
Philadelphia Inquirer, and Salon. Heis the author of The Last Three Miles: Politics, Murder, and the

Construction of America’s First Superhighway and two novels. He has been a featured guest on National
Public Radio’s On the Media and on WNY C’'s The Brian Lehrer Show and The Leonard Lopate Show.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gregory Mackenzie:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for us. The book American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the
Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) had been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book American



Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political Machine (Rivergate
Regionals Collection) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
using the book American Dictators. Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political
Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Ruth Lynch:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
kind of aren't like that. This American Dictators. Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the
Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) book is readable by simply you who hate those
straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of American Dictators:
Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals
Collection) content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different asit. So, do you even now thinking American Dictators:
Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals
Collection) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

David Lussier:

Reading a book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political
Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading areserve.

Ralph Pettie:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this American Dictators. Frank Hague, Nucky
Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and
the Perfection of the Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) as good book not merely by
the cover but also by content. Thisis one guide that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you till
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific! ? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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