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As a "wild," drumming thunder shaman, a warrior mounted on her spirit horse,
Francisca Kolipi's spirit traveled to other historical times and places, gaining the
power and knowledge to conduct spiritual warfare against her community's
enemies, including forestry companies and settlers. As a "civilized" shaman,
Francisca narrated the Mapuche people's attachment to their local sacred
landscapes, which are themselves imbued with shamanic power, and constructed
nonlinear histories of intra- and interethnic relations that created a moral order in
which Mapuche become history's spiritual victors.

Thunder Shaman represents an extraordinary collaboration between Francisca
Kolipi and anthropologist Ana Mariella Bacigalupo, who became Kolipi's
"granddaughter," trusted helper, and agent in a mission of historical
(re)construction and myth-making. The book describes Francisca's life, death,
and expected rebirth, and shows how she remade history through multitemporal
dreams, visions, and spirit possession, drawing on ancestral beings and forest
spirits as historical agents to obliterate state ideologies and the colonialist
usurpation of indigenous lands. Both an academic text and a powerful ritual
object intended to be an agent in shamanic history, Thunder Shaman functions
simultaneously as a shamanic "bible," embodying Francisca's power, will, and
spirit long after her death in 1996, and an insightful study of shamanic historical
consciousness, in which biography, spirituality, politics, ecology, and the past,
present, and future are inextricably linked. It demonstrates how shamans are
constituted by historical-political and ecological events, while they also actively
create history itself through shamanic imaginaries and narrative forms.
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As a "wild," drumming thunder shaman, a warrior mounted on her spirit horse, Francisca Kolipi's spirit
traveled to other historical times and places, gaining the power and knowledge to conduct spiritual warfare
against her community's enemies, including forestry companies and settlers. As a "civilized" shaman,
Francisca narrated the Mapuche people's attachment to their local sacred landscapes, which are themselves
imbued with shamanic power, and constructed nonlinear histories of intra- and interethnic relations that
created a moral order in which Mapuche become history's spiritual victors.

Thunder Shaman represents an extraordinary collaboration between Francisca Kolipi and anthropologist Ana
Mariella Bacigalupo, who became Kolipi's "granddaughter," trusted helper, and agent in a mission of
historical (re)construction and myth-making. The book describes Francisca's life, death, and expected rebirth,
and shows how she remade history through multitemporal dreams, visions, and spirit possession, drawing on
ancestral beings and forest spirits as historical agents to obliterate state ideologies and the colonialist
usurpation of indigenous lands. Both an academic text and a powerful ritual object intended to be an agent in
shamanic history, Thunder Shaman functions simultaneously as a shamanic "bible," embodying Francisca's
power, will, and spirit long after her death in 1996, and an insightful study of shamanic historical
consciousness, in which biography, spirituality, politics, ecology, and the past, present, and future are
inextricably linked. It demonstrates how shamans are constituted by historical-political and ecological
events, while they also actively create history itself through shamanic imaginaries and narrative forms.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In this fascinating ethnography, Bacigalupo (anthropology, SUNY Buffalo) draws on decades of field
research among the Mapuche, an Indigenous people in the Araucanian region of Chile." (Choice 2016-12-01)

"Stunning . . . a coherent, thoughtful, and compelling work that advances our knowledge of shamanism, the
processes of memory, and the construction of history. Thunder Shaman is a model for doing anthropology in
the twenty-first century." (Paul Stoller, West Chester University, 2013 Anders Retzius Gold Medal Laureate
in Anthropology)

"Bacigalupo's book is a tour-de-force in studies of shamanism, indigenous historicity, and relations of
indigenous peoples to colonial histories." (Robin M. Wright, University of Florida, and author of Mysteries
of the Jaguar Shamans of the Northwest Amazon)

Review

"Stunning . . . a coherent, thoughtful, and compelling work that advances our knowledge of shamanism, the
processes of memory, and the construction of history. Thunder Shaman is a model for doing anthropology in
the twenty-first century."

(Paul Stoller, West Chester University, 2013 Anders Retzius Gold Medal Laureate in Anthropology)

"Bacigalupo's book is a tour-de-force in studies of shamanism, indigenous historicity, and relations of
indigenous peoples to colonial histories." (

Robin M. Wright, University of Florida, and author of Mysteries of the Jaguar Shamans of the Northwest
Amazon

)

About the Author
Ana Mariella Bacigalupo is a professor of anthropology at SUNY Buffalo. She is the author of Shamans of
the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and Healing among Chilean Mapuche.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alice Christensen:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now
could be taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced.
If you obtain the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Thunder Shaman: Making History with



Mapuche Spirits in Chile and Patagonia as your daily resource information.

Jose Jones:

Typically the book Thunder Shaman: Making History with Mapuche Spirits in Chile and Patagonia has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Adam Youngblood:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Thunder Shaman: Making History
with Mapuche Spirits in Chile and Patagonia book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt
Thunder Shaman: Making History with Mapuche Spirits in Chile and Patagonia as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ralph Pettie:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Thunder Shaman: Making History with Mapuche Spirits in Chile and
Patagonia this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book
suited all of you.
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