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Long before we began to speak of "public intellectuals," the ideas of "the public"
and "the intellectual" raised consternation among many European philosophers
and political theorists. Thinking in Public examines the ambivalence these linked
ideas provoked in the generation of European Jewish thinkers born around 1900.
By comparing the lives and works of Hannah Arendt, Emmanuel Levinas, and
Leo Strauss, who grew up in the wake of the Dreyfus Affair and studied with the
philosopher—and sometime National Socialist—Martin Heidegger, Benjamin
Aldes Wurgaft offers a strikingly new perspective on the relationship between
philosophers and politics.

Rather than celebrate or condemn the figure of the intellectual, Wurgaft argues
that the stories we tell about intellectuals and their publics are useful barometers
of our political hopes and fears. What ideas about philosophy itself, and about the
public's capacity for reasoned discussion, are contained in these stories? And
what work do we think philosophers and other thinkers can and should
accomplish in the world beyond the classroom? The differences between Arendt,
Levinas, and Strauss were great, but Wurgaft shows that all three came to believe
that the question of the social role of the philosopher was the question of their
century. The figure of the intellectual was not an ideal to be emulated but rather a
provocation inviting these three thinkers to ask whether truth and politics could
ever be harmonized, whether philosophy was a fundamentally worldly or
unworldly practice.
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Long before we began to speak of "public intellectuals," the ideas of "the public" and "the intellectual" raised
consternation among many European philosophers and political theorists. Thinking in Public examines the
ambivalence these linked ideas provoked in the generation of European Jewish thinkers born around 1900.
By comparing the lives and works of Hannah Arendt, Emmanuel Levinas, and Leo Strauss, who grew up in
the wake of the Dreyfus Affair and studied with the philosopher—and sometime National Socialist—Martin
Heidegger, Benjamin Aldes Wurgaft offers a strikingly new perspective on the relationship between
philosophers and politics.

Rather than celebrate or condemn the figure of the intellectual, Wurgaft argues that the stories we tell about
intellectuals and their publics are useful barometers of our political hopes and fears. What ideas about
philosophy itself, and about the public's capacity for reasoned discussion, are contained in these stories? And
what work do we think philosophers and other thinkers can and should accomplish in the world beyond the
classroom? The differences between Arendt, Levinas, and Strauss were great, but Wurgaft shows that all
three came to believe that the question of the social role of the philosopher was the question of their century.
The figure of the intellectual was not an ideal to be emulated but rather a provocation inviting these three
thinkers to ask whether truth and politics could ever be harmonized, whether philosophy was a
fundamentally worldly or unworldly practice.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Wurgaft deftly creates a constellation of three iconic twentieth-century Jewish thinkers, revealing crucial
differences but also striking similarities in how they construed the role of the public intellectual—and,
indeed, of public thought itself. Intellectual history at its best."—Eugene R. Sheppard, Brandeis University,
author of Leo Strauss and the Politics of Exile: The Making of a Political Philosopher

"A magnificent exploration of philosophy and politics in the second half of the twentieth century. Wurgaft
places in conversation the writings of Hannah Arendt, Emmanuel Levinas, and Leo Strauss and interrogates
a profound tension in their thought: on the one hand, their belief in the philosophic responsibility to engage
political and moral life and, on the other, their deep distrust of public intellectuals. Wurgaft shows how the
former commitment stems from each thinker's explicit or unwitting appropriation of Jewish philosophic
resources, and how the latter revulsion constitutes a response to the complicity of many esteemed mentors
and peers with the Nazi regime that forced them into exile. Wurgaft's exposition is illuminating at every turn
and compels readers to rethink the relationship of theory and practice, philosophy and power, politics and
emigration in the twentieth century and beyond."—John P. McCormick, University of Chicago

"In this beautifully written and elegantly argued book, Benjamin Wurgaft brings together three seminal
thinkers and uses each to illuminate the others. This is a masterful work of intellectual history, which also
raises important normative questions about the scope and nature of philosophy, politics, and religion.
Anyone interested in the legacy of European and Jewish thought in the twentieth century, as well as anyone
concerned with what public intellectuals can offer us today, will learn a tremendous amount from this
wonderful book."—Leora Batnitzky, author of Leo Strauss and Emmanuel Levinas: Philosophy and the
Politics of Revelation

About the Author
Benjamin Aldes Wurgaft is a National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology's Program in History, Anthropology, and Science and Technology Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Ramirez:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual History of the
Modern Age) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here



are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer regarding Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual History
of the Modern Age) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Perla Baxter:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Thinking in Public:
Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas,
Arendt (Intellectual History of the Modern Age)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Desiree Herdon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual
History of the Modern Age) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jose Garcia:

Beside this specific Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual
History of the Modern Age) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book
but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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