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Mark Anthony Neal’s Looking for Leroy is an engaging and provocative analysis
of the complex ways in which black masculinity has been read and misread
through contemporary American popular culture. Neal argues that black men and
boys are bound, in profound ways, to and by their legibility. The most “legible”
black male bodies are often rendered as criminal, bodies in need of policing and
containment. Ironically, Neal argues, this sort of legibility brings welcome relief
to white America, providing easily identifiable images of black menin an era
defined by shiftsin racial, sexual, and gendered identities.

Neal highlights the radical potential of rendering legible black male
bodies—those bodies that are all too real for us—asillegible, while
simultaneously rendering illegible black male bodies—those versions of black
masculinity that we can’t believe are real—as legible. In examining figures such
as hip-hop entrepreneur and artist Jay-Z, R&B Svengali R. Kelly, the |late
vocalist Luther Vandross, and characters from the hit HBO series The Wire,
among others, Neal demonstrates how distinct representations of black
masculinity can break the links in the public imagination that create antagonism
toward black men. Looking for Leroy features close readings of contemporary
black masculinity and popular culture, highlighting both the complexity and
accessibility of black men and boys through visual and sonic cues within
American culture, media, and public policy. By rendering legible the illegible,
Neal maps the range of identifications and anxieties that have marked the
performance and reception of post-Civil Rights era African American
masculinity.
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Mark Anthony Neal’s Looking for Leroy is an engaging and provocative analysis of the complex waysin
which black masculinity has been read and misread through contemporary American popular culture. Neal
argues that black men and boys are bound, in profound ways, to and by their legibility. The most “legible’
black male bodies are often rendered as criminal, bodiesin need of policing and containment. Ironically,
Neal argues, this sort of legibility brings welcome relief to white America, providing easily identifiable
images of black men in an eradefined by shiftsin racial, sexual, and gendered identities.

Neal highlights the radical potential of rendering legible black male bodies—those bodies that are all too rea
for us—asillegible, while ssmultaneously rendering illegible black male bodies—those versions of black
masculinity that we can’t believe are real—as legible. In examining figures such as hip-hop entrepreneur and
artist Jay-Z, R&B Svengali R. Kelly, the late vocalist Luther Vandross, and characters from the hit HBO
series The Wire, among others, Neal demonstrates how distinct representations of black masculinity can
break the links in the public imagination that create antagonism toward black men. Looking for Leroy
features close readings of contemporary black masculinity and popular culture, highlighting both the
complexity and accessibility of black men and boys through visual and sonic cues within American culture,
media, and public policy. By rendering legible theillegible, Neal maps the range of identifications and
anxieties that have marked the performance and reception of post-Civil Rights era African American
masculinity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Thisis an important new book for gay and straight alike."-Windy City Times

"Whiteness and White privilege, Jay Z's entrance into the Pace Gallery recalls a scene nearly 30 years earlier,
when three young Black men, clad in black leather jackets and black brims walked into another art space and
were told, 'Y ou guys don't belong here.' Just as Run DM C was breaking down commercial barriers—MTV
then as resistant to Black bodies as any high-end art gallery—Jean-Michael Basquiat was breaking down
barriersin the art world. Although Picasso is the signifier that brings every one together—and to our worst
fears about Picasso and appropriating, dare | say colonizing, space—it is Basquiat who clearly haunts this
space."-Mark Anthony Neal ,Art Papers

"Leroy mines the contradiction between epistemol ogies and realness of self-making in relation to black men
in popular culture. Neal has crafted an accessible text that creatively renders our understanding of black men
as alien, offering complex connections between spatiality, cosmopolitanism, sound, and desire."-Jared
Richardson, The Black Scholar

“Looking for Leroy continues Mark Anthony Neal’ s work of offering a nuanced, critical understanding of
African American culture, in particular the ways African American culture constructs
masculinity...”-Journal of American Sudies of Turkey

"Looking for Leroy isafascinating study of Black masculinity."-Abdul Ali ,The Crisis Magazine

“Looking for Leroy isvery much an act of self-exploration; the men examined offer different variations of
the type of black man Neal sees himself to be.... Thisintrospection adds to rather than detracts from an
intriguing and thought-provoking addition to the growing research on black masculinity in the post-
segregationist era—one that blurs the line and closes the gap between heteronormative scholarship and queer
studies.”-Cinema Jour nal

"Mark Anthony Neal isone of our most consistently interesting and inspiring critics of contemporary black
popular culture and music, to which Looking for Leroy is brilliant testament. It showcases Neal’s masterful
ability to take iconic figures of black masculinity, from Avery Brooks's neo-cool Hawk to Shawn Carter’s
neo-queer Jay-Z, and show them to usin an entirely new light. Thisis an incredibly powerful little book, and
readers will never look at R. Kelly or Luther Vandross the same way again."-John L. Jackson, Jr.,author of
Racial Paranoia: The Unintended Consequences of Palitical Correctness

"Neal's critique of black masculinity in the U.S. confronts the enormous pressure placed on black males by
society's assumptions. Through a pop-culture lens, he shows how the perpetuation of racial stereotypes
continues to neutralize the potential of black men and boys."-Ms. Magazine

"Looking for Leroy challenges readers to view black masculinity outside the scopein whichiitis
imagined...Neal achieves hisgoal of radically rescripting accepted notions of a heteronormative black

masculinity.”-American Sudies

"Mark Anthony Neal takes us on a fantastic journey searching for the meaning of black masculinity in the



USA. Aswejoin himin Looking for Leroy, we find queer and feminist answers to questions about legibility
and illegibility, visibility and invisibility, violation and vulnerability. No one writes with more passion,
power and speculative brilliance about black masculinity than Neal and no one but Neal would manage to
produce a theory of black masculinity capable of explaining the smoothness of Luther Vandross, the
cosmopolitan genius of Jay-Z, the enigma of Leroy from Fame, and the sheer brute force of Shoop from The
Wire. Genius."-Jack Halberstam,author of Female Masculinity (1998) and Gaga Feminism (2012)

About the Author

Mark Anthony Neal is Professor of African & African American Studies at Duke University. Heisthe
author of several books, including New Black Man and Soul Babies: Black Popular Culture and the Post-
Soul Aesthetic, and the host of the weekly webcast Left of Black.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marlene Childs:

The book Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities (Postmillennial Pop) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book
Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities (Postmillennial Pop)? Several of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities
(Postmillennial Pop) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sarah Winship:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get alot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis
Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities (Postmillennia Pop).

Amy Arwood:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities (Postmillennial Pop) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.



Bonnie Gallup:

Y ou may get this Looking for Leroy: Illegible Black Masculinities (Postmillennial Pop) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve troubleif you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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